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The Newsletter for English Teachers is a monthly publication by the American Reference Center in Vienna. It
focuses on American Studies topics of relevance to our academic audiences.
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NATO SUMMIT AND 60" ANNIVERSARY

In April NATO is celebrating its sixtieth anniversary.
Germany and France jointly hosted the celebrations.
The NATO summit meeting was held in Baden-Baden
and Kehl on the German side of the border and in
Strasbourg on the French side. The Summit focused on
the 60th anniversary. The 26 existing member states g
welcomed Albania and Croatia as new members. The kb

meetings were chaired by the NATO Secretary General, OTAN | Swmmit . Sonumet - Gipfel

Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. Nicolas Sarkozy, the President

STRASBOURG

~

of the French Republic, and Angela Merkel, the Links (© NATO)
Egsatr;cdeltlﬁg c:\:(:l;gnl;esderal Republic of Germany, co- NATO — 60™ Anniversary of NATO

' U.S. Embassy Vienna website - U.S. - NATO
The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO; French: U.S. Department of State — NATO
Organisation du Traité de I'Atlantique Nord or "OTAN") U.S. Mission to the North Atlantic Treaty
is a military alliance, established by the signing of the Organization _
North Atlantic Treaty on April 4, 1949. In accordance America.gov  — Peace & Security

; : Congressional Research Service Reort/Library of
with that Treaty, the fundamental role of NATO is to Congress - NAT 06 & Asroversary Summit, March 20,

safeguard the freedom and security of its member

tries by political and milit Tod 24009
countries by political and military means. Today, NATO Review — NATO at 60
NATO plays an increasingly broader role in crisis 4
management and peacekeeping. (Source: Frequently
Asked Questions/NATO)

Teaching Resource:
History.com - Encyclopedia: NATO
NATO - Declaration on Alliance Security
NATO - Summit Declaration

Photo Gallery:

America.gov = NATO: 60 Years of Fostering Peace
and Security NATO: NATO Channel TV. Videos on topics from
Afghanistan to Piracy; lectures, interviews, footage from
America.gov i mportant events in NATOOs histc

NATO Renews Commitment to Afghanis t an’ s
Future, April 6, 2009
Albania and Croatia Join NATO, April 1, 2009

The Future of NATO
CQ Global R esearcher, January 2009

G20 Summit — April 2
) o NATO "is not your grandfather's alliance. Since the 1990s,
President Obama attended the G20 Summit in London nearly a dozen former Soviet states and Soviet-bloc nations

on April 2 before he traveled to the NATO Summit. The have joined NATO, easing their transition to democracy.
London Summit broughtt oget her | eader s oNATO alse@ hasvexpahdedits operations beyond Europe to
advanced and emerging economies, and Afghanistan, which may become the 60-year-old alliance's
representatives of international financial institutions to ultimate testing ground."

work cooperatively to restore stability and stimulate
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global economic growth.

The G20 is an informal forum that promotes open and
constructive discussion between industrial and emerging-

market countries since 1999. The G-20 was created as a e
response both to the financial crises of the late 1990s and to THE LONDON
a growing recognition that key emerging-market countries S U l\[/‘ MITZOOQ

were not adequately included in the core of global economic
discussion and governance. The G-20 is made up of the

finance ministers and central bank governors of 19 Links . .
countries: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China London Summit Website
u P Arg AU ! ! ! ! America.gov  — Business & Trade

France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the
United Kingdom and the U.S., and also the EU who is
represented by the rotating Council presidency and the
European Central Bank. (What is the G207?) America.gov  Articles:

U.S. Department of Treasury

fiTogether with the measures we hav doweatheTime fok Glabal Actidniom Ecenbryy |,
this constitutes a global plan for recovery on an Obama Says: G20 |l eaders must ta&
unprecedented scal e, idatdmmuniquader scopaidid nated stepso (March 24,
issued April 2 at the conclusion of the G20 London Summit.

The gathering of leaders was held in the Docklands, a former G20 Ministers Pledge to Continue Action on
shipping area on the Thames River that has undergone Recession: Treasury Sec. Geithner says global crisis
major redevelopment. (Source: G20 Pledges $1.1 Trillion for requires global response (March 16, 2009)

Economic Recovery, America.gov , April 2, 2009)

AThe London Summit was historic. I't was historic because of
the size and scope of the challenges we face and because of
the timeliness and magnitude of our response, 0 Obama said

at an April 2 press conference following the daylong summit

in Londondés Docklands section along the Thames River.
(Source: Obama Calls G20 Summit a Turning Point for

Recovery, America.gov , April 2, 2009)
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EARTH DAY

Earth Day, April 22, is the annual celebration of the
environment and a time to assess the work still needed to
protect the natural gifts of our planet. Earth Day has no
central organizing force behind it, though several
nongovernmental organizations work to keep track of the
thousands of local events in schools and parks that mark
the day. Earth Day is observed around the world, although
nowhere is it a national holiday. In the United States, it
affirms that environmental awareness is part of the
country's consciousness and that the idea of protecting the
environment - once the province of a few conservationists -
has moved from the extreme to the mainstream of
American thought.

Links

EarthDay.gov

America.gov i Energy & Environment: Protecting our
Natural Resources

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Embassy Vienna website i Climate Change and
Environment
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© Ameriéa.gov
Lesson Plans by the New York Times Learning

Network A Timeline of Environmental Treaties: This list of
key environmental treaties shows how nations are
It's Easy Being Green working together, politically and scientifically, to
Exploring Simple Ways to Dramatically Reduce safeguard our planet and respond to a global threat.

Energy Usage
Students will read about simple things people can do to
make their homes more energy efficient (March 24, 2009).

Bag of Tricks
Developing Strategies for Inducing Behavioral
Change Regarding the Use of Plastic Bags
Students first consider effective strategies for changing
specific human behaviors, then design ways to influence
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people to reduce their use and consumption of plastic
bags (February 25, 2009).

We've Got the Power
Researching the Effectiveness of Renewable
Energy Sources
Students will research various sources of renewable
energy. They will discover how each source can be 0To truly transform our

used to generate electricity, the potential benefits and :
drawbacks of each and which source might best our security, and save our planet from the

power their home or school (February 24, 2009). ravages of climate change, we need to
ultimately make clean, renewabl e energy the

profitable kind of energy
President Obama, February 24, 2009

President Obama declared Climate Change a
National Priority

fiOn January 26, President Obama signed two related
presidential memorandums. In what he called @ down
payment on a broader and sustained effort to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil,60bama directed the
Department of Transportation to establish higher fuel
efficiency standards for car maker sd
The second memo directed the Environmental

Protection Agency to reconsider a petition by

California to set more stringent limits for greenhouse

gas emissions from motor vehicles than those set by

© America.gov

the federal g (SoecerObamatSets Bold Qil extracted from rapidly producing algae offers great
. e e potential as an inexpensive source of jet fuel.
ll:ew _PrlncmlesJ for U.S.Zgnzrc():lgé Climate Policies, (Source: U.S. Companies Focus on Extracting Oil from
merica.gov , January 26, ) Algae, March 16, 2009)
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu: Dr. Steven Chu
was sworn in as the Secretary of Energy on January Teaching Resource
21, 2009. Prior to his assignment at Department of .
Energy, Dr. Chu served as the head of the Berkeley TIME for Kids: Don' t Wast e -a/hpDWeNeed to
National Laboratory. He is a specialist in carbon- Save Energy. Includes comprehension quizzes, a mini
neutral energy sources and won the 1997 Nobel Prize ! €sson, teacher6s gui diBME&orKidsiea k

weekly classroom news magazine that motivates kids to
read! Issues cover a wide range of real-world. TIME For
Kids builds reading and writing skills and is easily integrated
across your Qurriculum.o

in physics. fiDr. Chu has devoted his recent scientific
career to the search for new solutions to our energy
challenges and stopping global climate change i a
mission he continues with even greater urgency as
Secretary of Energy. oread bio)

JSpecial Esnvoy for (;IismateHCIIrangC(T: In late duced teaCherS,d O m a | ﬂ
anuary, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton introduce
Todd Stern as the nationds new speci al envoy-e-rJ-..

climate change. iwi t h the appointment éfisoaﬂ 8n¥ine ﬂbfraryaof more than 1,000 free media

special envoy,o Clinton said, BW¥ReesHom the et thipiibic téelision. Please see the
unequivocal message that the United States will be section on Earth and Space Science.

energetic, focused, strategic and serious about
addressing global climate change and the corollary

issue of cl eStarn servesag g principal WhiteHouse.gov: The President's agenda on
adviser on international climate policy and strategy energy & the environment
and as the administrationds chief climate negotiator.

He will lead U.S. efforts in U.N. negotiations and will
be a lead participant in developing climate and clean
energy policy.iCont ai ni ng cl i thasgeirec hange wi
nothing less than transforming the global economy

from a high-carbon [dioxide] to a low-carbon energy

base, 0 St erSaurce:adbamadMakes Climate

Change a National Priority, America.gov, January 27,

2009)

U.S. Department of State i Climate Change
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LITERATURE: WORLD BOOK AND
COPYRIGHT DAY, April 23

World Book and Copyright Day celebrates the contribution of
books and authors to global culture. It also underlines the
connection between copyright and books.

On this day, UNESCO seeks to promote reading, publishing
and the protection of intellectual property through copyright
around the world. April 23 is a symbolic date for world
literature. On this date in the year 1616, Cervantes,
Shakespeare and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega all died. It is also
the date of birth or death of other prominent authors such as
Maurice Druon, K. Laxness, Vladimir Nabokov, Josep Pla and
Manuel Mejia Vallejo. It was therefore a natural choice of
date for a world-wide tribute to books and authors.
Everyone, and in particular young people, are encouraged to
discover the pleasure of reading and recognize the
irreplaceable contributions of those who have furthered the
social and cultural progress of humanity. The idea for this
celebration originated in Catalonia where on April 23, which
is also Saint George's Day, a rose is traditionally given as a
gift for each book sold. (Source: UNESCO)

Copyright fis a legal term describing the economic rights

given to creators of literary and artistic works, including the
right to reproduce the work, to make copies, and to perform
or display the work publicly. Copyrights offer essentially the

only protection for music, films, novels, poems, architecture,
and other works of cultural value. As artists and creators
have developed new forms of expression, these categories
have expanded to include them. Computer programs and
sound recordings are now protected, too. The Berne
Convention, the 1886 international agreement under which
signatory states r ec aopyrighted werks; h
mandates that the period of copyright protection cover the
life of the author plus 50 years. Under the Berne
Convention, literary, artistic, and other qualifying works are
protected by copyright as soon as they exist. No formal
registration is needed to protect them in the countries party
to that convention.6 (Source: Focus on Intellectual Property
Rights, America.gov )

How to correctly cite sources

Indiana University
APA Style Guide (American Psychological Association)
MLA Style Guide (Modern Language Association)
Chicago Style Guide (Chicago Citation Style)

Links
Brad Templeton - 10 Big Myths About Copyright

Explained
The Online Teacher Resource -

Plagiarism

PBS Newshour Extra - Writing History: From Students
to Scholars, definition of plagiarism and how to avoid
plagiarism.
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WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DAY
(WIPO), April 26

fiMost people are aware of intellectual property (IP) - of
copyright, patents, industrial designs and trademarks. But
many still view these as business or legal concepts with little
relevance to their own |lives. To
Member States decided in 2000 to designhate an annual

World Intellectual Property Day. They chose April 26, the

date on which the Convention establishing WIPO originally
entered into force in 1970.0
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WIPQO Magazine Special Issue (April 2009): Green
Innovation

WIPO offers short and eye-catching comic books -
these cover basic information on
Copyright -- Trademarks -- Patents
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The focus of World Intellectual Property Day 2009 is on promoting green innovation as the key to a secure
future. AON World IP Day 2009, the World Intellectual Property Organization highlights the contribution of a
balanced intellectual property system to stimulating the creation, diffusion and application of clean
technologies; to promoting green design, aimed at creating products that are eco-friendly from conception to
disposal; to green branding, helping consumers make informed choices and giving companies a competitive
edge.0 Message from Francis Gurry, Director General of WIPO)

Publication: Focus On: Intellectual Property Rights

Essays by government, academic, and industry experts introduce intellectual property rights issues and key concepts --
patents, trade-marks, copyrights, trade secrets, and new forms of IP. Articles also explain why countries need effective
intellectual property systems, and what governments in each region are doing to enforce IPR. Includes a glossary of IP
terms, a list of print and Internet IP resources, resource list for children and young adults. (Source: America.gov ,
January 2006)
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NEW ELECTRONIC JOURNAL
Published by the Bureau of International Information Programs/
U.S. Department of State

Energy Efficiency: The First Fuel

April 2009

Increasing the efficient use of existing energy supplies is widely acknowledged as the
fastest, cheapest, and cleanest way to meet future energy needs. Energy Efficiency: The
First Fuel examines the strong U.S. record of tapping efficiency as a resource, and the
accelerated efforts by individuals, organizations, and governments to squeeze greater
productivity from all energy sources.
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0409.html
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ARTICLES

If you are interested in receiving the full text, please send an e-mail to: arc@Qusembassy.at

m Cheating Goes Global as Essay Mills Multiply
By Thomas Bartlett, Chronicle of Higher Education , March 20, 2009
http://chronicle.com/free/v55/i28/28a00102.htm

In a piece of investigative journalism unusual for the Chronicle of Higher Education, Bartlett traces

the various I nternet manifestations of an fAessay mill k6o

office in Ukraine and a building in the Philippines, along the way talking to essay writers in Africa

and Asia, and to students who buy their work and turn it

just essays for freshman English courses; students are buying papers for graduate courses and

even a dissertation in a subject like aerospace engineering at a top university. The essay mill

Bartlett investigates is sophisticated, international and profitable, charging up to $42.99 per page

for work by someone with a doctoral degree. Most of the customers with whom Bartlett talked

knew what they were doing was wrong, but some insisted they were only buying models, and one

insisted he was merely, |ike a savvy company, f@Aoutsourcingo

Writers, many from developing countries, consider the pay good and the work interesting, and did
not seem particularly disturbed by the questionable ethics involved. Some institutions, like Boston
University, have made an effort to shut down essay mills, and some states have rarely-enforced
laws against them. Experts on plagiarism recommend professors structure assignments better and
talk to students about ethics and the purpose of college.

m Escape from the Zombie Food Court
By Joe Bageant, AlterNet , April 6, 2009
http://www.joebageant.com/joe/2009/04/escape-from-the-zombie-food-court.html

In this article, condensed from recent presentations, author and social commentator Joe Bageant

notes that what heAwmeirteanaboabhdi wh§i we think and behave

£

Says Bageant, the outside world does not exist for mostofusi it i s a real place with

developing disasters, economic and ecological collapse being just two. The more aware among us
grasp that there is much at stake. Yet, even the most informed and educated Americans have

cul tural conditioning working against them round the clock.
financialization of all aspects of our culture and lives, even our so-called leisure time, it is not an
exaggeration to say that true democracy is dead and a
Television and the media fihave colonized our inner |ives
recent phenomenon, At hbfourcomaneahscioisnesd is prabably the most

astoundi ng, most chilling accomplishment of American capi
spreading around the world because it firequires no effort
consumpt How. does one escape such a system? According to

Newsletter for English Teachers 5 April 2009

corpor


http://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/
http://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/2009/dg_message_09.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/ipr.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0409.html
mailto:arc@usembassy.at
http://chronicle.com/free/v55/i28/28a00102.htm
http://www.joebageant.com/joe/2009/04/escape-from-the-zombie-food-court.html

thoughtful service to the world. oo He sees idealism making &
1960s, especially among a new breed of young peogeére, who unc
to already know what it took me a |lifetime to l|earn.o

m  Extreme Sports. Are They Too Dangerous?
CQ Researcher , April 3, 2009

The wild world of so-called extreme sports ranges from motorcyclists executing double back flips to

kayakers navigating deadly Class 5 rapids to mixed martial arts (MMA)d al so known as fAul ti mat
fightd wgére combatants use kicks, punches and stress hol ds.
reject the label, arguing that the term marginalizes their sports as the sole province of adrenaline

and violence junkies, when they actually require high degrees of skill. Now legislatures in New York

and other states are considering bans on MMA. Proponents say the matches, legal at the pro level

in 37 states, are safer than boxing and emphasize fighters' broad-based martial-arts training. But

opponents argue that allowing such a wide variety of aggressive moves in a single fight is barbaric.

However, skateboarders and other extreme athletes cite statistics showing that traditional sports

such as boxing and football cause injuries and deaths at a higher rate than any of the extreme

sports.

m  Hitting the Tweet Spot
By Barb Palser, American Journalism Review , April/May 2009
http://www.ajr.org/article printable.asp?id=4737

The author, director of digital media for McGraw-Hill Broadcasting, recommends that news outlets
use Twitter to reach elusive and sought-after audiences, such as 18- to 34-year-olds who are more
likely to read a newspaper on a mobile phone or Web site. While Twitter is successful in reaching
these audiences, the question remains on how to use Twitter to generate revenue for the news
organizations. The most likely benefit, she says, is that the Web offerings will benefit from
increased traffic from Tw4Otchaeacterd mini-blegs i cai Peviesedtas &
valuable news tool. During the October 2007 Southern California wildfires, for example, news
organizations such as the Los Angeles Times and San Diego public radio station KPBS used Twitter
to efficiently dispatch urgent bits of information, such as evacuation orders, shelter locations, and
firefighting progress. A number of news organizations have incorporated Twitter into their daily
operations by using Tweets to automatically feed Web headlines and breaking news and to invite
suggestions and questions from subscribers.
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SUGGESTED WEB SITES

[ ] Evolution of Life
http://www.evolution-of-life.com/en/home.html

A number of groups are celebrating the 150th anniversary of the publication of "On the Origin of
Species by Means of Natural Selection" by Charles Darwin. This educational site, created with funds
provided by Volkswagen Stiftung, celebrates this anniversary by offering videos, animations, and
documents for teachers that explore the origins of life and evolution. The materials here are divided
into three sections: "Observe", "Explore", and "Teach". In the "Observe" area, visitors can watch
several short films, including the "O as Origin" movie, which follows a water molecule named
"Piccolina" as she moves forward through time and becomes more and more complex along the
way. There's also another film here that follows Darwin as he works on some of his discoveries and
theories. Visitors can also elect to listen to these videos in French, English, and German, and they
will also want to sign up to receive email updates when new material is added to the site.

m  With Malice Toward None: The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Exhibtion
http://myloc.gov/exhibitions/lincoln/Pages/default.aspx

Abraham Lincoln's accomplishments have been reaffirmed in the nation's conscience over the past
two years in part due to President Obama's great respect for him. But President Obama is not the
only one who brings attention to the already revered Lincoln. The Library of Congress is honoring
Lincoln's 200th birthday with online exhibit and physical exhibits in Washington, D.C., along with
several other locales throughout the year. One of the more eye-catching features of the online
exhibit is called "Lincoln Vignettes", on the far right side of the page. Here, drawings, photos, or
sculptures of Lincoln represent different time periods of his life. Clicking on each image will take
visitors to several items representative of that time period in his life, including photos and
documents written by him or about him. Especially noticeable is the way that Lincoln's appearance
changed not only as he grew older, but also as he grew more challenged by the strife and war in
the country. The photo "At War's End" is a striking example. The tab "Exhibition Items", near the
top of the homepage requires downloading Microsoft's Silverlight software to view, which takes just
a minute or two, and it allows the feature to work like a sophisticated album. The images can be
enlarged or viewed in full screen, and each image has an informative description. The images can
be viewed alphabetically or by theme.
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m American President: Resources on the U.S. Presidents

http://millercenter.org/academic/americanpresident
AMERICAN PRESIDENT

The Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University AN ONL[NE REFERENCE RESOURCE
of Virginia is "a national meeting place to research,
reflect and report on issues of national importance
to the governance of the United States, with special
attention to the central role and history of the presidency." With that in mind, staff members at the
Center have created this excellent site containing in-depth information reviewed by prominent
scholars on each president and their administration. For each president, visitors can read a brief
overview ("At a Glance") and then look through essays that cover various aspects of their life and
leadership strategy. Recently, they have also added a multimedia gallery that allows visitors to
browse around various images culled from different sources, such as presidential libraries and
different news organizations. Additionally, the right-hand of the site contains links to videocasts of
various events held at the Center, such as the National Discussion and Debate Series.

m American Experience: The Trials of J. Robert Oppenheimer
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/oppenheimer/

J. Robert Oppenheimer was a brilliant scientist, and while the United States was quick to
acknowledge his work in creating the atomic bomb, it was also quick to cast him aside as the Cold
War escalated in the 1950s. The American Experience series has done a great service by crafting
this nuanced and thoughtful documentary on Oppenheimer, and visitors can use this site to watch
the program in its entirety and also take a look at some resources for teachers and learn about the
current proliferation of nuclear weapons. Noted Academy Award-nominated actor David Strathairn
portrays Oppenheimer in the film, and his performance is complemented by interviews with
Oppenheimer's former colleagues and scholars.
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UPCOMING EVENT

m “CLEAN FUEL AND VEHICLE POLICY IN THE U.S., the EU and CHINA”
A talk by Dennis Leaf, Senior Policy Advisor for international programs in the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agencyodés Office of Tra@Gsportation
Thursday, April 23, 2009, 6:00 pm
Amerika Haus, Friedrich Schmidt-Platz 2, 1010 Vienna
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Impressum:

American Reference Ce ntbéBoltzimanbgase 16EbmbBds sy enna b
Phone: (01) 405 30 33 b FaMail: afc@dspmbagspats2 60 b E
Internet: http://www.usembassy.at/en/embassy/arc.htm
Please send your comments to arc@usembassy.at
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